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The Chief Minister instructed department officials to solve a problem
going into the root of it. He also instructed to do more tests where there are
abnormal infection rates in order to identify and evaluate the cause of the
increase in infections. He said, one of the conditions to prevent HIV infection is
to keep the youth away from using drugs and syringes. Besides treatment, first
and foremost a change of mindset is needed in this regard. He emphasized
bringing back those who have been HIV infected or mistakenly intoxicated into
the mainstream of life in a friendly way without treating them as untouchables.
The Chief Minister said, the government is working on a plan to set up a
national level medical centre with modern facilities to provide better treatment
to the HIV infected persons. Women must play a leading role in keeping the
young generation free from the grip of drugs. The way the state has been able to
reduce the infant mortality rate or reduce the incidence of Corona virus
infection, in the same way efforts to prevent AIDS must continue. He called
upon the people of all sections of the society to work together for the control of
diseases like HIV infection and drug addiction in a concerted effort by the
social education and social welfare, education, police administration and other
departments.

Social Education and Social Welfare department Minister Santana
Chakma said, prevention of AIDS first and foremost requires a thorough
understanding of AIDS. Instead of forcing someone to leave this path, success
can only be achieved by giving them proper treatment after proper counselling.
Social pensions are being provided by the social welfare department to the
eligible beneficiaries among the HIV infected. In addition to that, newly
infected ones are being enlisted for the same. The Minister hoped for
everyone’s joint cooperation to overcome this problem.

Principal Secretary of Health J.K Sinha said, the government is working
to decentralize AIDS medical services. A bunch of plans are being implemented
to bring the benefits of treatment to the infected people soon enough which
requires public participation. Various NGOs are working in the state to create
awareness and support programmes. He advised the health department and
NGOs to work beyond the set targets. He also emphasized upon the need to
increase its practical application in the field of medicine from the experience
gained from various research papers on AIDS or HIV infection. He hoped that
all efforts will be made to control AIDS and its permanent solution like Covid-
19. Others present in the programme were ICA Minister Sushanta Chowdhury,
Director of Family Welfare and Preventive Medicines department and Director
of AIDS Control Society Dr. Radha Debbarma, and Director of Health
Subhashish Debbarma.
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