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A bunch of development projects are being implemented besides omen 

empowerment and bringing forth income opportunities for Self-Help Groups. 
As a result, the SHG based revenue has climbed up to approx. one thousand 
crore rupees. The state government is working to provide facilities of different 
schemes to people of the state beyond political favouritism or any kind of 
partiality. 

ICA Minister Sushanta Choudhury in the programme said, the present 
government is media friendly. Efforts are being made to maintain pleasant 
relationshipwith the media personnel. The state government has taken some 
decisions that was impossible during the previous days. The pension of the 
media personnel was increased from one thousand rupees to ten thousand 
rupees. Press Jackets have been provided to them for their protection. Bringing 
media personnel under health insurance and providing housing facility are also 
being discussed. CBI investigation has been ordered regarding the murder of 
two journalists. He urged everyone to work for the state’s welfare together. He 
said, there were some people who stirred commotion in the state during Durga 
Puja regarding the unfortunate incident in Bangladesh. Yet the state government 
has handled the situation capably. 

Vice Chancellor of MBB University Dr. Satyadeo Poddar in the 
programme emphasized upon bringing up more positive news in print media. 
He said, media plays a vital role in bringing change in the society. The Vice 
Chancellor lauded the media for their contribution and urged them to keep a 
check that public do not get misled or misguided through any negative news. 

President of Agartala Press Club Subal Kumar Dey said, the press will 
have to take up the responsibility to keep the democracy strong. Only those 
countries develop where the press has freedom. Secretary of ICA department 
Dr. P. K Goyal in his welcome speech said, media plays an important role in the 
country’s democracy. It not only brings forward different development works to 
the people but also brings forward public opinion and grievances to the 
government. The present government has taken up different initiatives for the 
welfare of the journalists. Assistances were provided to them during the 
pandemic situation. 

Seven senior journalists were felicitated by the Chief Minister, ICA 
Minister and other guests present in the programme. The awardees were Jayanta 
Bhattacharjee, Sanit Debroy, Manas Pal, Sayad Sajjad Ali, Suman Debroy, Dr. 
Bishwendu Bhattacharjee and Debashish Bhattacharjee. Secretary of Agartala 
Press Club Pranab Sarkar and Director of ICA department were also present in 
the programme. 
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