Government of Tripura
Directorate of Information & Cultural Affairs
*kkhhkdkk
S-1636
Agartala, 29th October, 2024
2-14 January 43rd Agartala Book Fair
New generation to be encouraged in reading books : Chief Minister

The 43rd Agartala Book Fair is scheduled to take place from January 2 to
January 14, 2025, marking another chapter in the state's celebrated literary
tradition. In a recent preparatory meeting led by Chief Minister Professor (Dr.)
Manik Saha at Muktadhara Auditorium, key strategies were discussed to
ensure a successful event. Focus of the event, as emphasized by the Chief
Minister, would be engaging young people in reading books.Highlighting the
challenges posed by social media and the internet, Chief Minister Saha
stressed the importance of cultivating a reading habit among youth. The
significance of organizing the book fair is realized only when we successfully
draw the younger generation towards the world of books, he said. He urged
organizers to strategize ways to attract students of various levels to this year's
event, noting that such efforts are vital for nurturing future readership.The
Chief Minister also encouraged local clubs to actively support the fair by
purchasing books, contributing to a thriving literary community.

The Secretary of the Department of Information and Cultural Affairs, PK
Chakraborty, provided insights from the previous fair, which featured the
theme "Bhavya Bharat." The 42nd edition showcased 175 book stalls and
witnessed participation from 1,600 artists from across Tripura. Events included
a Kavi Sanmelan that attracted 345 poets and the publication of 154 new
books. Alongside book exhibitions, activities such as seminars, quizzes, and
impromptu speech competitions kept attendees engaged.

Director of the Information&Cultural Affairs Department, Bimbisar
Bhattacharya, provided an overview of logistical arrangements and
operational details. Other prominent speakers included journalists Shanit
Debroy, Jayanta Bhattacharya, Dibakar Debnath, Supriya Dutta,
representatives from All Tripura Book Sellers & Publishers Uttam Chakraborty,
Publishers and Book Sellers Association’s Rakhal Majumder and poet Nakul
Roy, who discussed innovative approaches to elevate the event.

Present at the meeting were distinguished guests such as Deputy Speaker of
the Tripura Legislative Assembly Ramprasad Pal, AMC Mayor and MLA Dipak
Majumder, Sabhadhipati of West Tripura Zilla Parishad Balai Goswami, and
MBB University Vice Chancellor Satyadeo Poddar.
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