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The catch-up campaign i1s encouraging parents and family members as
well as others in the community to join children, engage with them in
interesting and fun activities, and help children build/re-build foundational
reading and math skills.

In order to make it a success the Inspectorate of Schools under
Santirbazar Sub-Division has planned out to support children’s learning through
home connect system, like phone messages are directly being sent to families,
ongoing follow-up and feedback conversations with each family are being done.
Teachers are interacting with small groups of children for 1-1.5 hours a day
doing simple instructional activities and demonstration through reading kits etc.
Panchayats, local Anganwadi workers are also being informed about the
campaign through Gram Sabha.

Pranab Sarkar, Inspector of Schools said, “The Catch-up Campaign will
need to be broader and need to last a lot longer at least one year”. He also says
that he always wanted to contribute to the society and happy to be part of the
Catch-Up Campaign.

Anup Tripura, a student of Class III of Shanti Colony SB School, whose
parents are daily wage earners, says, | aspire to be a police officer when I grow
up”. Anup Tripura is excelling in studies and doing very well under Catch-up
Campaign. It has shown us that with the right opportunity and support, a child
can do wonders, in just a short span of time.

Janardhan Nama, a Key Resource Person of Catch—Up Campaign was
sharing his experience saying that he was very fortunate to be part of the
campaign. “Children looked very excited and surrounded us and were eager to
see the reading kit we brought for them” Says, Janardhan Nama.

“I think such kind of campaign should continue even after its stipulated
tenure as it has opened multiple channels of learning, including reaching
marginalized students,” says Mamati Shil, a mother of a beneficiary of Catch-
Up Campaign from K. C. Para of Santirbazar.

To monitor and evaluate the campaign continuously the Inspectorate of
Schools under the leadership of Pranab Sarkar frequently visits schools which
come under Catch-Up Campaign to enquire about the improvement and
progress of the students.

According to Santirbazar Inspectorate of Schools, 14 schools fall under
Non-Reader Free category out of 61 schools in Santirbazar Sub-Division.

Therefore, when education resumes, it is essential to help learners catch
up. Learners must be helped to recover lost learning and return to the

appropriate place in the curriculum and to ensure that no learner is left behind.
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